
ABC: Building Year, Book 6
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Summary

When René attends his new school, his 
teacher writes René Colato on his name tag. 
Young René is from El Salvador, and he 
doesn't understand why his name has to be 
different in the United States.When he writes 
Colato, he sees his paternal grandparents, 
Rene and Amelia. When he writes Lainez, he 
sees his maternal grandparents, Angela and 
Julio. His new classmates giggle when René 
tells them his name. But René doesn't want 
to lose the part of him that comes from his 
mother's family. So when the students are 
given a project to create a family tree, René 
is determined to explain the importance of 
using both of his last names. 



Information:
Lesson Goals

Students will:
1. Understand about different cultures. 

Culture is a shared system of meanings, beliefs, 
values, and behaviors through which we interpret our 
experiences. It is learned, collective, and changes over 
time. Each of us has a cultural identity. This makes us 
unique and contributes to diversity in our 
communities.

2. Learn how diversity makes us stronger.
Celebrate individuals’ personal identities. 
Be inclusive and accepting of differences. 

3. Pronounce names correctly. 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=P
LBsUra9Uf_EzXhxS-en3zvP759UAApzsK

Link to websites that 
support this lesson:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBsUra9Uf_EzXhxS-en3zvP759UAApzsK
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBsUra9Uf_EzXhxS-en3zvP759UAApzsK


Information:
My Name, My Identity
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 This book provides discussion on the significance of our names and identities, the 
process of adapting to a new culture and language, and the challenges of making new 
friends. 

 Names serve several purposes. Most importantly they help distinguish us from one 
another and provide us with our personal identity. Some names carry information about 
our roots, such as family or clan names. Many countries have different cultural traditions 
or practices around names. 

 When people immigrate to the United States, they might have to choose a new or 
shortened name which results in losing part of who they are. Their identity may feel 
incomplete.



4 RENÉ HAS TWO LAST NAMES |  ©2016 YMCA/Project Cornerstone 

Conversation Starters: 
Goal #3 - Name Games

K-1st grade: Sing Willabee Wallabee (Substitute the first sound in each child’s 
name with a /w/.)

Willabee wallabee Wohn. An elephant sat on John.                                   
Willabee wallabee Wue. An elephant sat on Sue.

2nd-6th grade: Here is one that was written by Shirley Ellis in 1964; it is fun to do. 
Using the name Katie as an example, the song follows this pattern:

Katie, Katie, bo-batie, Banana-fana fo-fatie, Fee-fy-mo-matie, Katie!



Conversation Starter: Lower Grades K-1
Goals #1 & #2 - Different and Diverse
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DIFFERENCES

Different: Something that is not the same about two or more people.
Diversity: Having a lot of variety; being made up of many different 
kinds of people.

Ask students: What do you think of when you hear the word different? 
On the board make a word web of ways people or things might feel or 
seem different from each other.

•Has anyone ever made fun of you because you were                           
 different? (name, cultural tradition, or physical attribute)
•How did that make you feel?
•What will you think about or do next time                                               
  you feel different? 



Conversation Starter: Upper Grades
Goals #1 & #2 - Different and Diverse
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What do you think of when you 
hear the words different and 
diverse?
 
On the board make a word web of 
ways people or things might feel 
or seem different from each other.
Have students think of ways they 
have felt different in school in the 
past. Have them talk to another 
student about one way they feel 
different, special or unique in their 
classroom community. Have them 
create personal statements:          
I AM __________. 
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Reading the Book: 

• How does it feel when someone knows your name?
• How does it feel when someone doesn’t know your name?
• How does it feel when someone mispronounces your name?
• How does it feel when someone makes fun of your name?

The story I will be sharing with you today is 
drawn from the author’s, René Colato 
Laínez, own personal immigrant 
experience.
 
The author tells the story of a boy from El 
Salvador who has two last names, unlike 
his classmates who only have one last 
name. In many Latin American countries, it 
is a cultural tradition and a common 
practice for people to have two last names 
and sometimes even two first names. The 
first last name usually comes from the dad 
and the second last name from the mom. 



Discussion: All Grades-Goals #1 and #2
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1. René is bothered that his name changes 
when he comes to the US. What other 
things might have changed for René?

2. How does he use his lid when he is 
teased?

3. Has anyone ever made fun of you 
because you were different? (name, 
cultural tradition, or physical attribute) How 
did that make you feel?

4. What will you think about or do next time 
you feel different? 

5. What advice would you give to another 
student who was feeling this way? Have 
you ever helped a new student feel more 
comfortable? What did you do?
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Discussion: Upper Grades
Goals #1 and #2

Use these quotes to start your 
discussion:

“Diversity is not about how we 
differ. Diversity is about embracing 
one another’s uniqueness.”       
-Ola Joseph

“Diversity is the mix. Inclusion is 
making the mix work.”         
-Andrés Tapía

Continued discussion for Upper 
Grades:

6. Do you think difference and 
diversity are important in a 
community? Explain why or why 
not.



My Name:

Says who I am.
Tells a story about my 
family.
How does my name relate 
to my identity?
How can I be sure I am 
pronouncing someone’s 
name correctly? My Identity:

Be proud of who I am.
Celebrates my culture.
How do I describe myself?
How do others describe me?
What does identity mean?

Discussion: Upper Grades 
Goals #2 and #3
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Continued discussion:

7. How would you feel if someone else 
decided to change your name?

8. Would you ever want to change your 
name? What new name would you choose? 

9. Have you ever moved to a new school? 
Was it easy or difficult to make new friends? 
What did you miss about your old 
home/school?



Discussion: All Grades
Goal #1
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Continued discussion for any grades: 

10. What other cultural references are in 
the story? (René had pupusas and 
horchata for dinner? What are pupusas? 
Salvadoran dish of thick, handmade corn tortilla stuffed with 

cheese, meat and beans. What is horchata? 
Beverage made of ground almonds, sesame seeds, rice, 

barley, tigernuts or melon seeds.)

11. What foods are from your culture? Do 
you eat foods from other cultures?

How does food 
represent cultures?
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Digital Citizenship Activity Ideas:
What if we behaved as Super Digital Citizens? 
And people acted safely, responsibly, and respectfully online?

What reputation and identity do you have online?

You may choose to use the following for older students:
“Super Digital Citizen” handout
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/super-digital-citizen (2:09)

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/super-digital-citizen


Activity Ideas: Grades K-3
I Am Different – Goal #2
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Materials: Chart created in conversation starter; drawing paper or “I Am Proud to 
Be Different” handout; drawing materials.
 
Refer to the chart created during the Conversation Starter. Ask students to think 
about how they are different from one another. Kindergartners may only notice 
physical characteristics. Encourage second to third graders to go deeper. 

Pass out the “I Am Proud to Be Different” handout or drawing paper. Have students 
draw a picture that shows what they are proud of. Encourage them to draw speech 
bubbles. In their speech bubble, have them write what makes them proud to be 
different. You can have younger students dictate to you their thoughts.

You may choose to use the following: 
“I Am Proud to Be Different” handout 



Activity Ideas:  Grades 2-6
Puzzle Project - Goal #2
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Materials: a puzzle piece for each student 
that will work to make one big puzzle, 
markers or pens.

On a puzzle piece write your name and 
what you said made you different. You can 
decorate your puzzle piece with drawings 
as well. Work as a whole class to assemble 
the puzzle. Use what you know about 
working as a community to put the puzzle 
together.
 
Admire the finished product. It represents 
the diversity of your classroom community! 
Tape it together and hang it in the 
classroom so you can remember the 
strengths of your class community’s 
diversity.



Activity Ideas: K-3
The Crayon Box - Goal #2
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Materials: Drawing paper and boxes of crayons.
Pass out one sheet of drawing paper. Tell students 
they can only select one color from the big box of 
crayons to draw with. Have them draw a picture using 
just the one crayon.
 
After about 5 minutes, pass out a second sheet. Have 
the students take out their box of crayons and draw a 
picture. They can use as many crayons as they wish.
 
When done ask students:•Which picture do you like 
best? Why? •Which paper would you like to display in 
the classroom?

End with saying that the world would be boring if we 
were all alike. The diversity in the world makes it as 
beautiful as a colorful box of crayons. 

Special note: You may have one student who answers 
that they prefer the solid color drawing. Respond with 
asking why. Comment that this is great as some days I 
prefer one color depending on how I am feeling.



Activity Ideas: Grades K-2
Name Art - Goal #3
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Materials: White construction paper and colored 
chalk.

Fold a piece of white construction paper in half the 
long way. On the top half have the children write 
their name with a piece of chalk. Fold the paper 
carefully in half with the chalk name inside. Rub it 
carefully so the name is imprinted on the opposite 
side. The name will be a mirror image on each side 
of the page. Next, decorate the images.

Ask students to name one thing important about 
themselves. Write this on their name poster. These 
artful reflections can be hung around the room.

Debrief about the importance of names. What do 
they say about a person? Why are they important?

For older students you may choose to use the 
following:
“Investigate My Name” handout



Activity Ideas: Grades 3-8
My Multicultural Self - Goal #1
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Likes to 
Code

Dreams of 
becoming a 
scientist

Plays 
soccer

Big Sister

Speaks 2 
languages

Gloria

You may choose to use the following:
“My Multicultural Self” handout - Choose five different aspects 
of your identity and write each of them in the identity bubbles.



Activity Ideas: Upper Grades (4th-6th)
Diversegories - Goal #2

Shoe Size
What is the:
Smallest size?
Largest size?
Number of different sizes?

Dominant Handedness
Number of:
Left-handed?
Right-handed?
Ambidextrous?
 

Age
Youngest?
Oldest?

Language Fluency
Number who speak more 
than one?
What language do you 
speak?
 

Birthplace
Number of different:
Towns?
States?
Countries?

Outdoor Adventure
Number who have:
Hiked?
Biked?
Camped?
Canoed?
Horseback ride?
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You may choose to 
use the following:
“Diversegories Game 
Card” handout



5 Minute Huddle:  Reinforce key concepts 
and prompt a call to action – Use the PC Poster
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On the Project Cornerstone poster remember to:

1. Adhere the new book cover.
2. Acknowledge any questions or comments found 

in the envelope.
Consider giving your students time to write down a question or 
comment on the corner of their newsletter.

3. Review previous month’s goals.
4. Share what was learned today. 

Have everyone close their eyes and think for a minute about one thing 
they learned from the book and discussion today. Ask them to open 
their eyes and pair-share with someone sitting next to them. Ask two 
or three volunteers to share their ideas with the class.

5. Make new goals for this month.
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